


Bid Made to Blunt Ellsberg Witness 


some- 


fense Information was 

how unpatriotic, llis first ques- ^ ll "^ d 0 " s u 1 ',o a'nd'thc admiral 
for instance, asked the j ooked ; >vcr tho notebook to- 
ral if “the purpose of the f, cl i lcr before the jury. "There’s 
■ r ” was not “to challenge two pages [of handwriting], 
national defense of the t hc admiral said. 

Notes Destroyed 
The implication of Mr. Nis- 
en’s cross-examination was 
that the admiral and the de- 
fense had done many clandes- 
tine things together to prepare 
for this case. At one point Mr. 
Nissen asked the admiral what 
documents he had carried out 
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The chief prosecutor in the adm 
Pentagon papers trial set out cent 
today to undercut the first de- 
fense witness, who had testi- It 
fied against the prosecution jdefeii; 
argument that publication 
the papers ' ":' J 

national defense or proved] 
helpful to the enemy. 

.. Developing a battle of words 
and wills, the prosecutor, 
vid R. Nissen, cross-c::_.. 
retired Rear Adm. Gene La- 
Rocque. 

Admiral LaRocque is now 
director of the Center ft. 
fense Information, a private or- 
ganization that collects d 

information -a 
to the public. 


it tt. explain the national 
A.i-se,” tine admiral replied, 
i of Does not the center take po- i 

“ ffjafWK : 

Mr. Nissen asked. , (( 

The center makes “objective 
utor Da- studies of the country’s de- 

as sfsafBr* 

fof the questions] available to 
no-.v the the public,'" Admiral LaRocque 
for De- answered. , , , 

viiB or- The prosecutor than asked 
_ defense the admiral if it was not true 
anVdisseminates it that the center opposed nuclear| 

■ He had formerly aircraft carriers, the Navy ship 

ion the. planning dmectorate the admiral answered that 

to rebut the testimony of . two any of those programs, 
generals. , Preparation of Witness 

They had testified t° A witness is allowed to refei 

feet that disclosure of the Pen- notes when he is testifying 
tagon papers ond other docu- ^ seldon> if everi does a wit 
.ments m this case ^ d d ^™?f ed nes s testify without first havim 
the country’s national defense ^ pre ' ared by attorney: 
and could have been helpful to o{tgn ^ kours Qn end . 

Hanoi during the war in Viet- Admira ] LaRocque had bee 
tiam. prepared by the attorneys fc 

7 . ' purpose of Center Daniel Ellsberg and Anthony J. 
On Tuesday- and: yesterday Russo Jr., who are. accused ol 
he had testified' on direct ex- six counts of espionage, sis 
aminatioa that both those prop- counts of theft and one coon 
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